Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.035; wR factor = 0.095; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.4.
In the title compound, [Cu(C 5 H 10 NO 2 S 2 ) 2 ], the Cu II cation is chelated by two bis(2-hydroxyethyl)dithiocarbamate anions with a distorted square-planar coordination geometry. Intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonding is observed between the terminal hydroxy groups in the crystal structure.
Related literature
For the different oxidation state of Cu in copper-dithiocarbamate complexes, see: Cardell et al. (2006) ; Zhang et al. (2004) ; Jian et al. (1999) ; Hogarth et al. (2000) . For the Cu-S bond distances in a related structure, see : Jian et al. (2003) .
Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Bruker SMART CCD area-detector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0. Table 2 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1998 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1999) ; data reduction: SAINT program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97. (Cardell et al., 2006; Zhang et al., 2004; Jian et al., 1999; Hogarth et al., 2000) because dithiocarbamates have capability to stabilize transition metals in a wide range of oxidation states. The title complex (I), was synthesized and characterized by X-ray crystal structure analysis.
The title complex has a monomeric structure (shown as Fig.1 ). The copper atom, which has distorted square-planar geometry, was coordinated to four sulfur atoms of two 2-hydroxyethyldithiocarbamate ligands. The Cu-S distances ranged from 2.2999 (8) to 2.3201 (8) Å. This is consistent with the literature precedents (Jian, 2003) . The interesting feature of this structure is the presence of hydrogen bonding between molecules, owing to the presence of hydrogen-bonding functionality in the N-bound residues. The structure can be thought of as being comprised of layers held together primarily by O-H-O interactions in the bc plane; see Table 2 for geometric parameters describing the hydrogen-bonding interactions. Successive layers stack parallel to the a direction, held together by O-H-O interactions.
Experimental NaOH(0.04 g, 1.0 mmol), NH(CH 2 CH 2 OH) 2 (0.105 g, 1.0 mmol) and CS 2 (0.092 g, 1.2 mmol) was stirred for 1 h in methanol (25 ml) at room temperature, to this solution, CuCl 2 (0.067 g, 0.5 mmol) was added. The mixture was stirred for 2 h at room temperature and the precipitate was filtered off. Black crystals were obtained from the slow evaporation of the filtrate.
Refinement
H atoms were placed in calculated positions with C-H = 0.97 and O-H = 0.82 Å, and refined in riding mode with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) and 1.5U eq (O). The highest peak in the final difference Fourier map is 1.1 Å apart from the C1 atom.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with 50% probability displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms.
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